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The annual Norwegian combined acoustic and bottom trawl survey for demersal fish was 
carried out in the period 3 February to 1 March 1997 by R/V "G.O. Sars", R/V "Johan Hjort" 
and hired R/V "Jan Mayen". Fig.1.1 shows course tracks and trawl stations and Fig. 1.2 
presents the survey area with main areas A, B, C, D and additional areas D', E and S (part of 
the Svalbard-area). Table 1.1 gives the size of each main area and additional areas covered 
each year in the time series 1981-1997. 
 
Due to several uncontrollable circumstances it was only possible to cover the Norwegian zone 
of  the Barents Sea winter 1997. The indices for 1997 are adjusted by dividing the indices for 
the Norwegian zone by the corresponding indices for 1996 and multiplying by the total for 
1996. The reason for using 1996-indices for adjustment is that of the years with a complete 
coverage (1993-1996) the oceanographic conditions were most similar in 1996 and 1997. 
 
230 CTD stations and 279 trawl stations, 192 predetermined bottom trawl stations, were 
performed during the survey. 178 of the predetermined bottom trawl stations are included in 
the calculations of the swept-area indices (Fig. 1.2). 13 of the trawl stations were pelagic trawl 
hauls for identification of acoustic registrations (species and size group). Table 1.2 gives an 






Figure 1.1. Survey tracks and trawl stations; R/V "G.O. Sars" 8.2-1.3, R/V "Johan Hjort" 8.2-18.2 and R/V 









Figure 1.2. The survey area with main areas A, B, C and D, additional areas D', E and S and stations taken in 
 the bottom trawl survey 8.2 - 1.3 1997. 
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Table 1.1. Area (n.miles2) covered in the bottom  trawl surveys in the Barents Sea winter 1981-1997. 
 
Area Year  
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    5348 
  51186 
  24975 
  12576 
  14252 
  27131 
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    5348 
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  14859 
  22836 
 25935 
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   5048 
 53932 
 53247 
   5818 
 11600 
27581 
  9701 
  5048 
23592 
  2684 
  1954 
16989 
ABCD 88835   88835   92037   92037  94016 65922 
Total 88835 137642 143840 186554 165281 87549 
 
1)  Norwegian zone only 
 
Table 1.2. Number of trawl stations, fish measured for length (L) and age (A) for main areas and trawl types 
 in the Barents Sea (Norwegian zone) winter 1997. B1=fixed bottom trawl, B2=other bottom trawl, 





Cod Haddock S.marinus S. mentella Greenland 
halibut 




























































































































































































































Sum  279 35381 2381 30054 1003 5429 10997 675 635 
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Fig. 2.2 shows the iceborder and horizontal distribution of temperature at the surface, 100 m 
depth and at the bottom. Compared to February 1996 the iceborder was more southwards. In 
the western part of the Barents Sea the temperatures were similar to those observed last year, 
and it was actually a small increase in mean temperatures in 50-200 m depth in the sections 
"Fugløya-Bjørnøya" and "Vardø-Nord" (Fig. 2.1). In the eastern part of the Norwegian zone, 
however, the isotherms for 0E  and -1E  C was observed further to the west than in 1996. This 
indicates a somewhat cooler situation in the eastern part of the Barents Sea, and the same was 





















Fig. 2.1. Mean temperatures in 50-200 m depth in the sections "Fugløya-Bjørnøya" (A) and "Vardø-Nord" (B) 






Figure 2.2. Temperature distribution February-March 1996. A) surface, B) 100 m depth, C) bottom. 
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3. DISTRIBUTION AND ABUNDANCE OF COD 
 
3.1 Bottom trawl investigations 
 
Fig.3.1-3.4 show the distribution of cod < 20 cm, 20-34 cm, 35-49 cm and š  50 cm, 
respectively (number per hour trawling). The highest catches of the smallest fish were made in 
the north-eastern part of the Norwegian zone. The more southern ice border caused a poorer 
coverage and delimitation towards north than in the previous years. The highest catches of 
medium sized cod (20-34 and 35-49 cm) were also made in the eastern part of the Norwegian 
zone, and neither these size groups were properly delimited northwards against the ice edge. 
Further south and west fewer dense registrations were found than in 1996. The largest cod was 
more westerly distributed, and the areas with dense registrations were smaller than last year, 
especially along the coast and in west at the edge of the continental shelf. 
 
Table 3.1 presents abundance indices by 5-cm length group and area with standard error of 
mean and coefficient of variance (CV) for the total. In the area covered it was found less fish 
than in 1996, especially of cod larger than 40 cm. Table 3.2 gives indices at length and age, 
and Table 3.3 by age group and area.  
 
The time series is presented in Table 3.4. The indices for 1997 are adjusted by dividing the 
indices for the Norwegian zone (Table 3.3 total) by the corresponding indices for 1996 and 
multiplying by the total for 1996. Compared to last year it was a little fewer 1 year old cod, 
somewhat more of the 2 and 3 group, about the half of 4-6 years old fish and about the same 
of older fish. Most of the 6-7 years and older fish are outside the survey area this time of the 
year on spawning migration along the coast and are only to a small extent covered by the 
investigation. Table 3.5 shows the proportion (%) of the different age groups found in the 
Norwegian zone in 1993-1996. The proportion is usually lowest for the youngest age groups 
and increases with age. The numbers for the plus group are very uncertain because of the few 
observations in this group.  
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Figure 3.2. COD 20-34 cm. Distribution in the trawl catches winter 1997 (number per hour trawling). 
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Figure 3.4. COD š  50 cm. Distribution in the trawl catches winter 1997 (number per hour trawling). 
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Table 3.1. COD. Abundance indices (I) at length with standard error of mean (S) from bottom trawl hauls for main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian zone) winter 1997 
 (numbers in millions). 
 
 Area 
Length A B C D D' E1 S Total 









































































































































































































































































Sum 295.0 25.4 27.0 3.3 53.9 10.5 1380.3 370.8 192.1 76.0   178.3 26.6 2126.7 380.4 15.9 
 
1)  Only 1 station, not included in estimate 
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Table 3.2. COD. Abundance indices at length and age from the bottom trawl survey in the Barents Sea 
 (Norwegian zone) winter 1997 (numbers in millions).  
 

































































































































































































Table 3.3. COD. Abundance indices from bottom trawl hauls for main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian 
 zone) winter 1997 (numbers in millions). 
 






















A 190.6 45.1 9.5 6.8 12.5 18.0 11.0 1.4 0.2 + 295.0 
B 8.8 4.9 1.2 1.0 1.1 3.3 4.7 1.6 0.3 0.1 27.0 
C 43.6 2.3 2.5 1.0 0.7 1.3 1.9 0.6 - - 53.9 
D 1028.8 173.9 88.7 34.8 33.3 15.1 4.8 0.7 0.2 + 1380.3 
 D' 176.3 15.6 0.2 - - - - - - - 192.1 
E   - - - - - - - - - 
S 85.7 53.6 14.0 7.3 8.5 6.7 2.2 0.2 0.1 - 178.3 
ABCD 1271.8 226.2 101.9 43.6 47.6 37.7 22.4 4.3 0.7 0.2 1756.2 




Table 3.4. COD. Abundance indices from bottom trawl surveys in the Barents Sea winter 1981-1997 (numbers 
 in millions). 1981-1992 includes only main areas A, B, C and D 
 
 Age (years)  

































































































































































































 19971 5036.7 1037.6 243.5 68.1 78.5 56.1 29.7 6.4 1.1 1.0 6558.5 
1)  Adjusted indices 
 
 
Table 3.5. Proportion (%) of the abundance indices from bottom trawl surveys in the Barents Sea winter 1993-
 1996 found in the Norwegian zone. 
 
  Age (years)  



















































3.2 Acoustic investigations 
 
Fig. 3.5 - 3.10 presents the distribution of  cod age groups 1 - 6+. As found in the bottom 
trawl investigation the youngest age groups were distributed further to the east than the older 
ones. For age group 4 and older the area of dense registrations was smaller than in 1996, but 
as earlier mentioned most of the 6-7 years and older fish are outside the survey area this time 
of the year on spawning migration along the coast and are only to a small extent covered by 
the investigation. 
 
Table 3.6 presents indices by age group, area and acoustic layer, pelagic (P) and bottom (B). 
In area C it was registrated more fish than in 1996, while in the total area covered in 1997 it 
was found about 40 % less than in the corresponding area last year. The reduction was largest 
in area B and area S (part of the Svalbard area), where especially the proportion in the pelagic 
layer was much reduced. 1 and 4-6 years old cod had the largest reductions, while the indices 
of the other age groups were at the same level as in 1996. 
 
The time series is presented in Table 3.7, and the 1997 indices are adjusted the same way as 
the swept-area indices. The trend is the same as found in the bottom trawl investigation, but 
with a larger reduction of the 1-group index, a smaller increase for the 2-group and a larger 
increase for the 3-group, a smaller reduction of the 4-group and similar high reductions in the 
indices for 5 and 6 years old fish, while the indices for the older cod were at the 1996-level. In 
the acoustic investigation in 1996 a higher proportion of the indices was from the Norwegian 
zone than in the bottom trawl survey, especially for the two youngest age groups. The reason 
for this may be that in the eastern part of the Barents Sea the young cod tend to stay nearer the 
bottom, while further west it is often found more pelagic. 
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Figure 3.6. 2-GROUP COD. Distribution winter 1997 (echo recordings, no. of fish per square nautical mile). 
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Figure 3.8. 4-GROUP COD. Distribution winter 1997 (echo recordings, no. of fish per square nautical mile). 
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Figure 3.10.6-GROUP AND OLDER COD. Distribution winter 1997 (echo recordings, no. of fish per 
 square nautical mile). 
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Table 3.6. COD. Acoustic abundance indices in the pelagic layer (P) and in the 10 m layer above the bottom 
 (B) for the main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian zone) winter 1997 (numbers in millions. 
 
  Age (Yearclass)  



























































































































































































































































Table 3.7. COD. Abundance indices from acoustic surveys in the Barents Sea winter 1981-1997 (numbers in 
 millions). 
 
 Age (years)  

































































































































































































 19971 1453 408 170 53 51 37 22 4 1 + 2198 




Table 3.8 and 3.10 presents length and weight at age by main area from the investigation 
winter 1997. In the youngest age groups the lowest values were found furthest to the east (area 
D' and E). For 3-7 years old cod the highest values were recorded in west in area B. Otherwise 
there were only minor differences between the areas, partly due to incomplete coverage of the 
eastern part of the Barents Sea, where usually the lowest values are found. In the oldest age 
group there are few observations and the data are more uncertain. 
 
Table 3.9 and 3.11 present the time series of length and weight at age for the whole area of 
investigation. Since the lowest values usually are found in the eastern part of the area, the 
figures for 1997 have been adjusted the same way as the abundance indices, using the ratio 
"1996-total value/1996-Norwegian zone value" as adjusting factor in each age group.  
Except for the 5-group, all lengths and weights were lower than in 1996 and among the lowest 
in the time series. The condition factors (W/L3A100), however, were more normal and at 
about the same level as last year. 
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Table 3.8. COD. Length (cm) at age in main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian zone) from the investigation 
  winter 1997. 
 






















































































Table 3.9. COD. Length (cm) at age in the Barents Sea from the investigations winter 1978 - 1997. 
 




























































































































































































 19971 11.4 18.9 28.0 40.1 49.6 59.2 69.1 80.5 
 
1)  Adjusted lengths 
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Table 3.10. COD. Weight (g) at age in main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian zone) from the investigation 
 winter 1997. 
 






















































































Table 3.11. COD. Weight (g) at age in the Barents Sea from the investigations winter 1985 - 1997. 
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 19971 13 54 197   593 1090 1788 2856 4650 
 





4. DISTRIBUTION AND ABUNDANCE OF HADDOCK 
 
 
4.1 Bottom trawl investigations 
 
Fig. 4.1 - 4.4 shows the geographic distribution of haddock < 20 cm, 20-34 cm, 35-49 cm and 
š  50 cm, respectively (number of fish per hour trawling). The smallest haddock had a 
somewhat wider distribution and larger area with dense registrations than in 1996. All larger 
size groups were well delimited towards the ice border in north and east, but not towards the 
median line. The distribution patterns were similar to those found last year, but with fewer 
dense observations, especially along the coast and in west along the continental edge. 
 
Table 4.1 presents abundance indices by 5-cm length group and area with standard error of 
mean and coefficient of variance (CV) for the total. Fish of 15-19 cm dominated in all areas 
and made up 60 % of the total (by numbers). In 1996 fish > 40 cm made up more than 40 % of 
the total, while the corresponding figure in 1997 was less than 10 %. Table 4.2 gives indices 
at length and age, while Table 4.3 presents indices by age group and main area. It was found 
much more 1 and 7 years old haddock than in 1996 in all areas and a little more of the 3-
group, while there was a large reduction in the indices for all other age groups. 
 
In the time series (Table 4.4) the indices for 1997 have been adjusted the same way as for cod.  
The total index increased by 50 % from 1996 to 1997 due to a large increase of the 1-group 
index. The 1995-year class (2-group), which also was weak as 1-group, is further reduced. The 
same is the case for the 1993 and 1992 year classes (4 and 5 group). The 1991 and 1990 
yearclasses are also much reduced from 1996 to 1997, but still the index for the 7 years old 
haddock is the highest in the time series. As for cod, most of the mature haddock is outside 
the survey area this time of the year on spawning migration further south and west. 
Table 4.5 shows the proportion (%) of the indices for 1993-1996 that originated from the 
Norwegian zone. Compared to cod a higher proportion of the youngest haddock was found in 
the Norwegian zone, somewhat less of the medium aged fish and a similar proportion of the 
oldest fish. All over a higher proportion of the haddock indices came from the Norwegian 
zone, because of its more westerly distribution. 
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Figure 4.4. HADDOCK > 50 cm. Distribution in the trawl catches winter 1997 (number per hour trawling). 
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Table 4.1. HADDOCK. Abundance indices (I) at length with standard error of mean (S) from bottom trawl hauls for main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian zone) winter 
 1997 (numbers in millions). 
 
 Area 
Length A B C D D' E S Total 

























































































































































































Sum 450.8 59.9 163.2 27.8 92.4 17.4 421.9 90.2     2.4 0.9 1130.8 113.1 10.0 
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Table 4.2. HADDOCK. Abundance indices at length and age from the bottom trawl survey in the Barents Sea 
 (Norwegian zone) winter 1997 (numbers in millions).   
 



























































































































































Table 4.3. HADDOCK. Abundance indices from bottom trawl hauls for main areas of the Barents Sea 
 (Norwegian zone) winter 1997 (numbers in millions. 
 






















A 361.1 29.1 27.1 7.4 3.4 9.8 11.5 1.5 + - 450.8 
B 135.6 4.5 3.9 1.6 1.5 5.0 10.1 1.1 + + 163.2 
C 67.1 0.7 3.3 0.9 1.6 9.0 9.2 0.6 - - 92.4 
D 346.7 8.8 28.1 8.3 4.7 14.1 11.3 0.1 + + 421.9 
D' - - - - - - - - - - - 
E - - - - - - - - - - - 
S 2.2 0.1 + 0.1 + + + - - - 2.4 
ABCD 910.3 43.1 62.3 18.1 11.2 37.9 42.0 3.3 0.1 0.1 1128.4 





Table 4.4 HADDOCK. Abundance indices from bottom trawl surveys in the Barents Sea winter 1981-1997 
 (numbers in millions). 1981-1992 includes only main areas A, B, C and D 
 
 Age (years) 

































































































































































 19971 1252.6 69.1 78.9 25.4 19.1 49.8 70.6 3.5 1569.0 
 
1) Adjusted indices 
 
 
Table 4.5. HADDOCK. Proportion (%) of the abundance indices from bottom trawl surveys in the Barents 
 Sea winter 1993-1996 found in the Norwegian zone. 
 
  Age (years) 












































4.2 Acoustic investigations 
 
Fig. 4.5 - 4.10 presents the distribution by age group of haddock. Apart from towards east all 
age groups were satisfactory covered. The distribution pattern was similar to that observed in 
1996, but with less registrations of the oldest fish in west towards the continental edge. 
 
Table 4.6 gives indices by age group, area and acoustic layer, pelagic (P) and bottom (B). As 
earlier mentioned haddock has a more westerly distribution than cod and usually more than 90 
% is found within the old standard survey area ABCD. Therefore haddock was better covered 
than cod in 1997 since within ABCD only the eastern part of area D is outside the Norwegian 
zone. The total index increased a lot from 1996 to 1997 in area C and a little in area A, while it 
was reduced to about the half in area B. In area C and D the proportion of haddock in the 
pelagic layer was higher than last year. 
 
The time series (Table 4.7), with adjusted indices for 1997,  shows the same trend as the time 
series of swept-area indices. The total index increased by over 20 % due to a much higher 1-
group index than in 1996. The indices for most other age groups were considerable lower than 
last year, though the index for 7 years old fish is the highest in the time series and that for the 
6-group is the next highest in the time series.  
 
Like for cod the proportion of the acoustic indices that came from the Norwegian zone in 1996 
were higher than the corresponding proportions from the bottom trawl indices. The 
explanation is also the same; the fish tend to be more pelagic and available for acoustic 




Figure 4.5. 1-GROUP HADDOCK. Distribution winter 1997 (echo recordings, number of fish per square  











Figure 4.7. 3-GROUP HADDOCK. Distribution winter 1997 (echo recordings, number of fish per square   







Figure 4.8. 4-GROUP HADDOCK. Distribution winter 1997 (echo recordings, number of fish per square  
 nautical mile). 
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Figure 4.9. 5-GROUP HADDOCK. Distribution winter 1997 (echo recordings, number of fish per square   







Figure 4.10. 6-GROUP AND OLDER HADDOCK. Distribution winter 1997 (echo recordings, number of fish 
  per square nautical mile). 
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Table 4.6. HADDOCK. Acoustic abundance indices in the pelagic layer (P) and in the 10 m layer above the 
 bottom (B) for the main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian zone) winter 1997, numbers in millions. 
 
  Age (Yearclass)  



























































































































































































































































Table 4.7. HADDOCK. Abundance indices from acoustic surveys in the Barents Sea winter 1981-1997     
 (numbers in millions). 
 
 Age (years)  

































































































































































































 19971 779 32 60 20 14 49 46 3 0 + 1002 
 






Length and weight at age by main area are presented in Tables 4.8 and 4.10. In area S and in 
the oldest age group there are few samples and the data are uncertain. Like in 1996 the highest 
values were found in the westerly B. 
 
The time series (Tables 4.9 and 4.11), with adjusted lengths and weights for 1997,  shows that 
except for the 1 and 6 group all lengths and weights were slightly lower than those found in 
1996. For 3-5 and 7 years old haddock it is the it is the lowest values in the time series. The 
condition factors were more normal, but slightly lower than those measured last year. 
 
 
Table 4.8. HADDOCK. Length (cm) at age in main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian zone) from the 
 investigation winter 1997. 
 




















































































Table 4.9. HADDOCK. Length (cm) at age in the Barents Sea from the investigations winter  
 1987 - 1997. 
 































































































 19971 16.1 21.4 27.6 36.6 40.4 47.7 50.4 
 




Table 4.10. HADDOCK. Weight (g) at age in main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian zone) from the 
 investigation winter 1997. 
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Table 4.11. HADDOCK. Weight (g) at age in the Barents Sea from the investigations winter  
 1987 - 1997. 
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 19971 35   91 200 469   650 1076 1327 
 
1) Adjusted weights 
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5. DISTRIBUTION AND ABUNDANCE OF REDFISH 
 
5.1 Bottom trawl investigations 
 
The time series of bottom trawl indices for redfish (Table 5.2 and 5.4) are based on catch data 
from bobbins gear until 1988 and from rockhopper-gear from 1989 and onwards. 
Fig. 5.1 shows the distribution of Sebastes marinus. The distribution pattern was quite similar 
to that observed in 1996, but with less fish towards the continental edge. Table 5.1 presents 
abundance indices by 5-cm length group and area with standard error of mean and coefficient 
of variance (CV) for the total. The indices for area A and C were halved from 1996 to 1997, 
while the index for area B was doubled and the total index for the investigated area increased 
by 10 %. The increase was caused by one large catch in area B, where size groups 30-34 and 
35-39 cm dominated. Therefore standard error of mean and CV for these size groups and for 
the total were larger than last year. However, the time series (Table 5.2), with adjusted indices 
for 1997, shows that the total index is among the lowest in the time series. In 1996 more than 





Figure 5.1. Sebastes marinus. Distribution in the trawl catches winter 1997 (no. per hour trawling). 
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Table 5.1. Sebastes marinus. Abundance indices (I) at length with standard error of mean (S) from bottom trawl hauls for main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian zone) 
 winter 1997 (numbers in millions.). 
 
 Area 
Length A B C D D' E S Total 







































































































































































Table 5.3. Sebastes mentella.1  Abundance indices (I) at length with standard error of mean (S) from bottom trawl hauls for main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian zone) 
 winter 1997 (numbers in millions.). 
 
 Area 
Length A B C D D' E S Total 


























































































































































Sum 515.1 62.4 21.7 7.5 35.1 10.4 51.5 8.1 - - 0.5  243.8 35.1 867.6 73.2 8.4 
 
1)  Includes unidentified Sebastes specimens, mostly less than 15 cm. 
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Table 5.2. Sebastes marinus. Abundance indices from bottom trawl surveys in the Barents Sea winter 1986-
 1997 (numbers in millions). 1986-1992 includes only main areas A, B, C and D. 
 
 Length group (cm)  
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 13.6 





























































































 19971 - 0.4 1.3 2.7 6.9 21.4 28.1 8.4 3.3 73 
 







The distribution of S. mentella is shown in Fig. 5.2. There were fewer dense registrations in 
north-west than last year. Table 5.3 presents abundance indices by 5-cm length group and area 
with standard error of mean and coefficient of variance (CV) for the total. The indices were 
much reduced in area B (65 %) and a little in area A and S. Standard error of mean and CV 
were at the same level as in 1996 or a little lower, and as usual lower than for S. marinus , 
which has a more patchy distribution. 
 
The time series (Table 5.4), with adjusted indices for 1997, shows  a decrease in the total 
index on 15 %, and the index is now a little below average level. This is mainly due to low 
indices for fish < 20 cm. For fish > 25 cm, however, the indices are among the highest in the 
time series. Close to 100 % of the S. mentella indices originated from the Norwegian zone 












Table 5.4. Sebastes mentella.1  Abundance indices from bottom trawl surveys in the Barents Sea winter 
 1986-1997 (numbers in millions). 1986-1992 includes only main areas A, B, C and D. 
 
 Length group (cm)  


























































































































 19972 64.1 122.2 24.8 277.9 271.9 70.9 39.8 5.1 0.2 877 
 
1)  Includes unidentified Sebastes
2)  Adjusted indices 
 specimens, mostly less than 15 cm. 
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5.2 Acoustic investigations 
 
Fig. 5.3 shows the geographic distribution of echo density of the three redfish Sebastes 
marinus, S. mentella and S. viviparus. The latter is only found in the Norwegian zone, mainly 
in area B, and is of no commercial interest. The distribution pattern was about the same as 










Figure 5.3.REDFISH (Sebastes spp.). Distribution of total echo abundance winter 1997. Unit is integrated 
  backscattering surface per square nautical mile (m2/nm2 ). 
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Table 5.5 gives acoustic indices of S. marinus by length group and main area. As usual most 
of the fish (66 %) were observed in area ABCD, but this year (1997) a somewhat larger 
proportion was found in the investigated part of the Svalbard area than in the two previous 
years. The time series (Table 5.6) shows a reduction in the total index of about 30 % from 
1996 to 1997, to a level a little below average. The reduction was largest for length groups 35-
39 and 40-44 cm. Like in the bottom trawl survey, about 90 % of the indices for 1996 came 




Table 5.5. Sebastes marinus. Acoustic abundance indices for main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian zone) 
 winter 1997 (numbers in millions). 
 
 Length group (cm)  







































































ABCD 0.1 0.3 1.0 4.3 7.6 10.9 5.8 3.2 33.4 





Table 5.6. Sebastes marinus. Abundance indices from acoustic surveys in the Barents Sea winter 1986-1997
  (numbers in millions).) 1986-1992 includes only the area covered in 1986. 
 
 Length group (cm)  















































































































 19971 0 2 9 10 12 12 6 3 55 
 
1)  Adjusted indices 
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Like in 1996 less than half of the S. mentella was found in area ABCD (Table 5.7). The rest 
was mainly registrated in the Svalbard area, where a larger proportion of the total was found 
this year than in 1996. The time series (Table 5.8) shows that the total index for 1997 was at 
about the same level as in 1996, with less fish in length group 15-19 cm and some more in 




Table 5.7. Sebastes mentella.1  Acoustic abundance indices for main areas of the Barents Sea (Norwegian  zone) 
winter 1997 (numbers in millions). 
 
 Length group (cm)  







































































ABCD 61.1 8.8 105.8 78.9 16.9 10.0 0.6 + 282.0 
Total 163.6 40.8 228.6 164.5 43.9 24.6 2.0 - 668.0 
 
1) Includes unidentified Sebastes specimens, mostly less than 15 cm. 
 
 
Table 5.8. Sebastes mentella.1  Abundance indices from acoustic surveys in the Barents Sea winter 1986- 1997
 (numbers in millions).) 1986-1992 includes only the area covered in 1986. 
 
 Length group (cm)  
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 19972 165 41 229 165 44 25 2 0 670 
 
1) Includes unidentified Sebastes specimens, mostly less than 15 cm. 
2) Adjusted indices 
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6. DISTRIBUTION AND ABUNDANCE OF GREENLAND HALIBUT 
 
Fig. 6.1 shows the distribution of Greenland halibut in the bottom trawl investigation. Major 
parts of the area of distribution of Greenland halibut are not covered during this survey. The 
distribution in the survey area was more westerly than in 1996, with fewer registrations 
towards the ice border in north-east. 
 
Table 6.1 presents abundance indices by 5-cm length group and area with standard error of 
mean and coefficient of variance (CV) for the total. The index for area ABCD was almost 
halved from 1996 to 1997, mainly due to a large reduction in area D, which was not properly 
covered towards east this year. The index for area S, however, was almost doubled. The time 
series (Table 6.2), with adjusted indices for 1997,  shows that the total index increased slightly 
(5 %) from 1996 to 1997. In 1996 about 75 % of the Greenland halibut indices originated 
from the Norwegian zone and Svalbard area. This year there were no signs of new 






Figure 6.1. GREENLAND HALIBUT. Distribution in the trawl catches winter 1997 (no. per hour trawling). 
  42 
Table 6.1. GREENLAND HALIBUT. Abundance indices (I) at length with standard error of mean (S) from 
bottom trawl hauls for main areas of the Barents Sea 
  (Norwegian zone) winter 1997 (numbers in thousands). 
 
 Area 
Length A B C D D' E S ABCD Total 

















































































































































































































































































































Sum 2166 413 184 73 221 84 2634 500 - - - - 9311 1251 5204 14515 1413 9.7 
 
Table 6.2. GREENLAND HALIBUT. Abundance indices from the bottom trawl surveys in the Barents Sea 
winter 1990-1997 (numbers in thousands). 1990-1992 includes   only main areas A, B, C and D. 
 
 Length group (cm) 
























































































































 19971 0 65 0 0 219 249 872 4511 5931 2921 1938 657 282 66 22 17732 
 
1) Adjusted indices 
 
